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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
SEEKS TO INtiUilE.SAFETY OF WILD FOWL 

In response to numerous petitions recommending an immediate reduction in 

bag limits on wild ducks and geese and requests for an expression of the views of 

the Department of Agriculture on the subject, Secretary Wallace announces that 

since the firet migratory bird law became effective, March 4, 1913,the department 

18s received many communications from nearly every sectian’of the country indkating -~ 
a very substantial increase in migratory birds, particularly wild ducks and geese. 

Ye states, however, that some persons assert that migratory birds,‘especially 

migratory wild fowl, whiie having increased greatly in numbers for some years aster 

the Migratory Bird Law became effective, have really decreased during the past few 

years and that impressions ,of an increase are gained because some of the birds now . . . 
are concentrated in existing areas untouched by the drainage operations that have 

destroyed such a large portion of their former homes. 

In order that )he Migratory Bird Treaty, Act and Regulations may be 

efficiently administered, the department constantly seeks and .is receiving in- 

formation concenning migratory bird conditions, and will c0ntinu.e to acquire ad- 

ditionai data on this subject. The National Outdoor Recreation Conference adopted 

a resolution recommending suitable reductions in bag limits where necessary and 

Mr. Chauncey J. Hsmlin, chairman of the Executive Committee of the Conference, at 

the request of the committee, has requested the department to carry on an investi- 

gation to determine whether waterfowl are increasing or decreasing in the United 

States. In compliance with this request, the Biologioal Survey of the department 

has sent out a questionnaire to conservation socieities, sportsmen’s and game 

p?&w&ive associations, State anr! Pyov?.ncj.al game departments, and the g-e wardens 
o’f the ;3iii’ ov’cnl. - ,-, .I. E:x-VW) its GGX s-~czxt.mY?, and its scientific observers, to ob- 
t%jn up--to-da ';a inf3rxatinn ccnce:-n;i:g the preser;t, status of migratory birds and 
t.he con;i.:,l;S.on cf t?:d!.:. 1-.:~-~3ing, Zced:*lg:, and resting places. The data gathered 
wi?.l bo g:!.vcn careful con:; :Ldor~.ticn i;y +,hs depar-trretlf , as well as by its advisory 
board, ar,d also wt.11 be evaj.l.ablc for use of the Kational .Outdoor Recreation 
Canf srence. 

The drpartmer;t mishea Ca make clear that it is fully awake to the 
importance of kes>%g in ccnatanl, ta::ch rn,, + +h nigrafory bird conditions and that 
if will not he;>icF.t a to t:x:~c “,r.y s to2 need cd and which lies in its power to in- 
surg the futu,*z safaty of wild fowl and the perpetuation of wild-fowl hunting in 
the United 22ta-'see; I m L 97 - 25 
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